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RIBCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Council meeting held at 7.30pm on Monday 17 June 2019 at SS Peter & Paul’s Parish Centre, Ribchester.


PRESENT:

Chairman: Cllr Carol Milne

Councillors:

A Brown,  J Dickinson,  E Law-Riding,  G Rollinson, D Royle    
18
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

None required

19
CO-OPTION OF A MEMBER OF THE PARISH TO THE COUNCIL
Following the uncontested Election in May, and the sad loss of the former Chairman, there was a vacancy for one Councillor.  Helen Wilson, 69 Church Street had come forward as a volunteer after attending a number of Council meetings as an elector of the Parish.

RESOLVED:  On a Motion by Cllr Carol Milne, seconded by Cllr Ernest Law-Riding, that Helen Wilson be co-opted as a Councillor of the Parish Council for the year 2019/20.

20
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

All Councillors signed the required Declaration of Interest for the new Council Year.  No declarations of pecuniary interest were made.

ACTION:  All Acceptance of Office forms and Declaration of Interest forms to be forwarded to RVBC, Chief Executive’s Office (Done).

21
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Ms Emma Yates, representing MND, a charity to support people with Motor-Neuron Disease, gave a short report on the work of the charity and its campaign to ‘scrap’ the six months waiting period for benefits for those diagnosed with the disease.  She wished to make contact formally with the Parish Council, to know who to approach in the future should she be planning any fund-raising events in the village.  The Council welcomed her report and wished her and the charity every success with its excellent work in the future.

22
MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting held on 1 May 2019  were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
23
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Prior to the meeting, the Councillors had been sent a copy of the Notice of Appeal against the decision on Planning Application 3/2019/0479 Wilkins Cottage, Church Street, Ribchester (Mr R Frost and Ms A-M Caunce).  This was received on a need to know basis.  The Council awaits the decision with interest.
24
PARISH GRANT APPLICATIONS

Three formal Grant Applications were received: Ribchester Playgroup, CAB Ribble Valley and Knowle Green Village Hall; and an informal request for continued support was received from the Playing Field Trust.  Initial consideration was given to the applications, and views were expressed about the need to give priority to local projects.  Further information was requested, in particular in respect of the request for support for the Defribillator in Knowle Green, given its distance from the residences in the village.

ACTION:  To reconsider at the next meeting, after further information received.  (Done, July Agenda) 
25
FINANCIAL MATTERS/ACCOUNTS
RESOLVED:
That the following payments be made:
· Clerk - Clerical services, plus Reimbursement of expenses


£289.23
· SS Peter & Paul PC meeting fees 



 

£25.00
· Reimbursement of Allotment and Gardening Soc for 

the provision of plants for the village (BKVC)




£20.00











26
MATTERS RELATING TO PRINCIPAL COUNCILS

Cllr Brown reported that the new year had just commenced following the May elections, and several strategies 

were still being developed.  The first good news was that the Skipton Bus Service which was planned to be axed 

had been restored when a new operator had been found.  RVBC were in a position to make a one-off £10,000 grant to support the service.  Stagecoach had announced its confidence that it will make a profit on this service.

In Clitheroe, the new Edisford football pitches were making good progress.  The new Primrose Lodge development was moving forward in its plans to provide a green space on the way into Clitheroe.  
It was also reported that a meeting had taken place with the Chief Constable where issues were raised about the closure of Police Stations and the subsequent lack of cover.  The Chief Constable had responded by assuring the Councillors that far more use was being made of tactical units and intelligence gathering.  It was also noted that there had been an increase in the Precept for the Police in Lancashire.

Finally, the news of a new rail link development was well received.  There is a plan to pursue the extension of a link to Preston from Clitheroe.  

27
LONGRIDGE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN


NOTED that the Longridge Neighbourhood Plan had been adopted

28
LONGRIDGE RECYCLING CENTRE 

The change in opening times of the Longridge Recycling Centre were confirmed. LCC  Information had been sent to the Clerk confirming that there would be no anticipated increase in fly-tipping as a result of the changes. From a contrary opinion from a central government source it was noted that there had already been an increase in such incidents.  The Council awaits the actual outcome of the changes, which will become apparent in due course.
29
THE WEIND
The evidence for the Application for a Change to the Definitive Map had been collected. (Over forty pieces of User evidence).  The application would now be made to LCC.  Sir Peter Openshaw had offered his opinion on the case and had expressed his confidence that it was a strong one.

30
REMOVAL OF GLASS RECYCLING BINS FROM POPE CROFT

The removal of the Recycling Bins, because of the end of the existing contract, was reported, and it was NOTED that these would be replaced by RVBC as soon as practicable.  

31
ALLOTMENT WAITING LIST AND APPLICATIONS

Given the recent increase in applications being received for places on the Allotment waiting list, there was a brief review of the current Allotment situation.  There has been no recent movement and the expected waiting time is currently quoted as being seven years.  

ACTION:  To ascertain whether there is a formula for the provision of allotments per capita of the village.

32
FOOTPATH CLOSURE/BUS STOP OUTSIDE RIBCHESTER ARMS

Enquiries had been made of the Ribchester Arms to ascertain the position in respect of the closure of the footpath immediately outside the pub in front of the Bus Stop.  It was REPORTED that this is a matter which is being handled by the Brewery which is pursuing the matter with the company owners of the vehicle which caused the damage.

33
UNAUTHORISED PLACEMENT OF ADVERTISING BOARDS

The recent increase in the number of unauthorised advertising boards around the village and, in particular, on the railings of the Playing Field and the fence near Spar was considered.  Whilst the Council supported any notices related to village activities it hoped that organisers would have the courtesy to request the space on the Playing Field railings.  In the other space, it was not content to see an increase in the placement of commercial signage, which properly requires planning permission.
34
PARKING

On the evening before the Parish Council meeting, it was reported that there had been an unpleasant outburst of abuse on a social media site with complaints and insults in respect of problems to do with the (lack of ) parking in the village, and in particular on specific streets in the village.  It was remembered that when Pope Croft car park was constructed there had been a plan to offer Residents Parking spaces.  These had never materialised.   It was NOTED that Parking was becoming a serious matter within the village, particularly where it caused obstructions on pavement and footpaths.

35
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

CONFIRMED that the next meeting of the Council would take place on 15 July 2019, in SS Peter and Pauls Centre at 7.30pm.
It was NOTED that the RATS promenade play for RIBFEST would be taking place that evening and would involve the cast members being in part of the hall.  The Councillors remembered that this had happened before, and there had been some noise disturbance.  

RESOLVED that the Clerk should write to RATS to ask the Society to ensure that noise was kept to a minimum for the duration of the Council meeting.  (Done)
.
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.34pm
Confirmed as a true record



_________________________  Chairman

_________________   Date                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
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